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EDITORIAL
“In a growing water sports market, our ambition is to provide an 

environmentally-friendly, fun and entertaining apparatus. Our 

BlueWay™ therefore enables a whole new experience at sea 

previously reserved for a restricted audience: gliding on the water, 

while standing on a board. Accessible to all, you can discover the 

coastline and go for a ride in complete comfort. 

 

Designed for tourism professionals, the BlueWay™ has already 

sparked great interest among the public, both in France and 

abroad. To meet demand, we opened a new production centre 

in Aubagne at the beginning of this year to raise production 

capacity to over 1000 units per year. ” 

Yannick Penneçot - Next Blue Tech CTO

Next Blue Tech, a French startup

BlueWay™, an innovative watercraft

BlueWay™, an environmentally-
responsible product

5 good reasons to try out the BlueWay™
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NEXT BLUE TECH, A FRENCH STARTUP

Founded in 2017, the Provençal startup Next Blue Tech designs electrically propelled, silent and emission-free 
watercraft. From the very start, the company has been challenging itself to offer environmentally friendly water 
sports that are accessible to all.  The company was founded by Hubert Thomas, CEO of Next Blue Tech and a 
serial entrepreneur with four maritime businesses to his name. He is very involved in the company, his wish, first 
and foremost, is to pass on his experience to the entire Next Blue Tech team, now over 15 people strong.

Following the success of its flagship product in 2020, the BlueWay™ (or “Sea Scooter”), Next Blue Tech is thinking 
big and is developing its technical and logistics department, in order to be able to fully meet market demand. 
Therefore, in January 2021, Next Blue Tech opened a new production centre in Aubagne, Bouches-du-Rhône. With 
a capacity for more than a thousand units per year, this centre offers 160m2 office space for the technical, sales 
and administrative teams, as well as a 500m2 production area (rapid prototyping area, machine shops, test benches, 
production workshops, electronic cabin, assembly line, quality area, storage area, customer service space).

A company based in Provence, with 70% of the added value produced in the region
Next Blue Tech is a member of the Pôle Mer Méditerranée, the French Marine Industry Federation, the French 
Association of Electric Boats and is supported by the INPI (National Institute of Industrial Property) as well as the 
BPI (French public investment bank). Also supported by the Aix-Marseille-Provence Metropolis and the Provence-
Alpes-Côte d'Azur region, 70% of Next Blue Tech's added value is in the region.

The startup's aim is to work in collaboration with numerous suppliers and subcontractors in the Provence-Alpes-
Côte d'Azur and neighbouring regions. For example, it is Roto30, located in Beaucaire (Gard), which carries out the 
rotational moulding of the BlueWay’s™ recyclable HDPE hull in an aluminium mould measuring 2.5 metres. A gamble 
that paid off for Next Blue Tech, who signed up a supplier who was not specialised in boating. Among the other 
sub-contractors, there are also several companies located in Bouches-du-Rhône: EPS/SPE in Châteauneuf-le-
Rouge, CI-Flex in Aix-en-Provence…

The Next Blue Tech management team
Hubert Thomas, Next Blue Tech CEO - Laurent Thomas, Next Blue Tech CIO

Yannick Penneçot, Next Blue Tech CTO - Laure Houdaille, Next Blue Tech CSO
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BlueWay™, the first Sea Scooter

Far from the pollutants that land-based scooters 
can present, the BlueWay™ is above all a means of 
exploration that respects its environment and all sea 
users with a cruising speed which has deliberately  been 
reduced to 7km/h.

The BlueWay™ is environmentally responsible. Its 
board is 100% recyclable. Its electric motor is silent 
and emission-free. Its wake is extremely discreet. The 
Sea Scooter doesn’t require any technical or physical 
expertise and you can pick it up immediately. Suitable 
for ages 5 to 85, it is perfectly stable thanks to its wide 
board and the support povided by the handlebars. It is 
also extremely easy to handle thanks to its reversible 
directional propulsion.

With the BlueWay™ you can experience new feelings 
alone, in pairs or in threes, within the on-board weight 
limit of 150kg. It is safe and secure because it is 
unsinkable, with the latest generation of watertight 
batteries and a streamlined propeller.

Designed for tourism professionals (water sports 
equipment rental companies, hotels near bodies of 
water, holiday villages etc.), this apparatus is very easy 
to transport thanks to its all-terrain clip-on wheels. 
Its foldable handlebars also make it easy to store in a 
warehouse, with limited space. Its rotomoulded float 
makes it as strong and durable as a rental kayak or 
pedalo. With its very long battery life of 7 hours, you 
can enjoy a trip on the water with complete peace of 
mind and rent it out for a series of sessions with no 
handling or interruptions.

BLUEWAY™, AN INNOVATIVE WATERCRAFT
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BlueWay™, a smart watercraft

The BlueWay™ features a system connected to an Android app that gives a comprehensive overview of the 
board’s status. Once connected to the BlueWay™ via Bluetooth, the app can track the battery level, engine power, 
operating hours, and launch a self-diagnostic to locate malfunctions.

In the near future, this app will allow the BlueWay™ to be tracked, an authorised cruising perimeter to be defined 
and assistance be requested at any time.

Data sheet
Hull

Rotomoulded: Recyclable HDPE//Engine specification: 400 W//
Dimensions: 250 x 105 x 40cm//Weight: 50 kg

Battery
Power: 2kWh//Battery life: 7 hours//Cycles: 1,000//Weight: 12 kg

Recommended retail price - BlueWay™ Pack: from €6,800
Float, handlebars, engine, rapid charger, 2kWh battery

WE LIKE
Its one-day battery life

It can be picked up immediately

Its ease of handling
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A battery that’s built to last

The BlueWay™ battery is high performance, 
featuring Samsung quality cells, to meet the 
criteria of long battery life and longevity. 

With a battery life of 7 hours in mixed use, 
this battery has a recharging capacity of 
1000 cycles, which is equivalent to a 10-
year lifespan, for a seasonal use of 6 hours 
per day over 4 months.

BlueWay™, a sustainable and 
recyclable product

The BlueWay™ board is the result of a 
successful design:

• The board has been designed to 
withstand impact and heavy use. 
Numerous drop, self-righting and impact 
tests have been carried out to ensure 
that the product is very robust, similar 
to a rental kayak. 

• The high-density polyethylene float is 
also 100% recyclable. In collaboration 
with its industrial partners, Next Blue 
Tech has implemented a dedicated 
recycling channel for its floats and 
batteries, to guarantee the best possible 
second life for these raw materials.

• The scooter’s various mechanical 
parts (engine, transmission, handlebars 
etc.) are made of recyclable materials, 
such as aluminium, stainless steel and 
polyoxymethylene.

• In fact, the engineers have reduced the 
use of glue in the manufacturing process 
to limit the board’s environmental impact.

BLUEWAY™, AN ENVIRONMENTALLY- 

RESPONSIBLE PRODUCT

The eco-conscious Provençal startup wants to offer an alternative 
to the water scooter, which, because of its emissions, noise and 
other pollutants is a real curse for humans and marine flora and 
fauna.

BlueWay™, the 100% silent Sea Scooter

Unlike watercraft that use a turbine, the BlueWay™ has an 
electric motor with propeller propulsion. This engine has several 
advantages. The propeller maximises thrust while minimising 
energy consumption (at low speeds, a 400W propeller propulsion is 
equivalent to a 750W turbine). What’s more, the BlueWay™ propeller 
is silent (unlike a very noisy turbine, because it spins faster and 
with more pressure) and is completely streamlined to avoid any 
risk of injury.
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5 GOOD REASONS TO TRY OUT THE BLUEWAY™

1 - Spend time with your family 
The Sea Scooter is intergenerational. Whether you are 5 or 85 years old, this product is accessible to all thanks 
to its wide, perfectly stable and unsinkable board. It can accommodate up to 3 people at the same time (max 150 

kg), which is the perfect opportunity to share a moment with several people on the water. 

2 - Reconnect with nature
The BlueWay™ allows you to set off in comfort to discover landscapes which are inaccessible by land, to take 
the time to gaze at the most beautiful coasts without disturbing their tranquillity. The BlueWay™ gives you the 

opportunity to escape the stress of everyday life for a magical break.

3 - Discover new sensations
You don’t need to be a seasoned athlete to ride this Scooter! The BlueWay™ doesn’t require any technical or 
physical expertise and you can pick it up immediately. Its handlebars are extremely easy to handle which allows 
you to move through the water effortlessly. For a few moments, let go and let yourself be carried by the waves, 

it will give you the feeling of "walking" on water.

4 - Keep your distance  
In COVID-19 times, this individual apparatus meets health measures. You can go on an individual or family boat, 
and there is also the option to set off with friends on several boats safely. They are easy to disinfect, and you can 
share a coastal experience with several people, each one on their own Scooter, while respecting the recommended 

distances. 

5 - Respect the environment 

Whether you are by the sea or on fresh water, you can explore while respecting others and nature. The BlueWay™ 
is silent, so you can have fun on the water without disturbing holidaymakers with noise pollution. Thanks to its 
electric propulsion, this emission-free Scooter also ensures the aquatic flora and fauna around us is respected.
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BLUEWAY™ IN FRANCE AND 

ABROAD

In 2020, 100 BlueWay™ were sold in France, in the 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur region, Paris, Corsica, 
the West Indies but also in Bora-Bora and the Balearic 
Islands... In 2021, exports increases in new countries 
including Portugal, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Croatia, 
Egypt, Morocco, United Arab Emirates, United States and 
Canada... and an estimated sales target of 500 units.

Ahead of the summer season, more and more French areas 
are being impressed by and investing in the BlueWay™. 
This summer, it can be found in particular in Brittany, New 
Aquitaine, Pays de la Loire, Auvergne... and more to come!

All rental points are available
on the www.blueway.fun website

FUNDRAISING 

In order to maintain its lead in a fast-growing market, 
and to accelerate its development in France and 
abroad, Next Blue Tech is organising a fundraising 
campaign with private stakeholders, with the aim of 

raising €1.5 million.

These funds will allow several needs to be met: the 
increase in working capital requirements (linked to 
the increase in sales volume), investments linked to 
industrialisation, expansion of the sales network and 

the costs of developing new products. 
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A FEW FIGURES...

A few Next Blue Tech figures

Year the company was founded: 2017

Number of employees: 18

Turnover: €500,000 in 2020

A few BlueWay™ figures

Marketing year: 2020

Units sold in 2020: 100 (2021 goal: 500)

Selling price: from €6,800 before tax, incl. postage



Communication Contact
Marie de Tourris//marie@nextblue.tech – +33 (0)6 51 94 59 06

Next Blue Tech Management Contacts
CEO - Hubert Thomas//hubert@nextblue.tech – +33 (0)6 21 50 02 43
CIO - Laurent Thomas//laurent@nextblue.tech – +33 (0)6 12 08 15 34

CTO - Yannick Penneçot//yannick@nextblue.tech – +33 (0)6 09 57 62 06
CSO - Laure Houdaille//laure@nextblue.tech – +33 (0)6 61 87 09 15

Photo credits: ©Julien Hatoum - ©Next Blue Tech

www.blueway.fun


